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13 March 2019  

Dear Mr Harra 

The Administration of Scottish Income Tax 2017-18 

At its meeting on 28 February 2019, the Public Audit and Post-legislative Scrutiny 
Committee took evidence from Sir Amyas Morse, Comptroller and Auditor General, 
on his report ‘The administration of the Scottish Income Tax 2017-18’. The Official 
Report of the meeting can be found here. 

Following the evidence session, the Committee agreed to invite HM Revenue & 
Customs (HMRC) to provide oral evidence to the Committee. The clerks will be in 
contact to make arrangements for that session.  

In advance of the evidence session, the Committee agreed to highlight to you the 
key issues that were discussed at the meeting and on which they would welcome 
HMRC’s response. These are— 

• HMRC’s work on address accuracy to ensure that employers operate the 
correct code for Scottish taxpayers (see Cols 4-5 of the Official Report); 

• The issue of oil industry workers and whether their tax falls north or south of 
the border (see Col 5); 

• The process for estimating the number of Scottish tax payers, including 
reliance on the survey of personal incomes (see Cols 5-7); 

• The identification of 45 MSPs as not being Scottish taxpayers (see Cols 8-9); 

• The reliance on Scottish taxpayers self-identifying by ticking a box (see Cols 
10-11); 
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• The process for alerting taxpayers who now live predominantly in England but 
previously lived in Scotland (see Col 11); 

• The reason for (and the impact of) the delay in finalising the strategic picture 
of risk (See Col 12); 

For your information, the Committee has been provided with copies of the exchange 
of correspondence between you and the Finance and Constitution Committee. 

I would be grateful for a response by Thursday 28 March. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Jenny Marra MSP 
Convener 


